DESCRIPTION OF HIGHLIGHTED SITE

Rockledge 17588

Name Date(s)

Elizabeth and Mill Streets, Occoquan, VA Prince William County
Location Jurisdiction

Description

[ 4

A fire in January 1980 destroyed the interior of Rodkledge, an imposing two-story
stone residence, which rests on a rocky cliff above the Occoquan palisades. Rocékledge
is the oldest building in Occoquan, having been constructed in about 1758 by John
Ballendine, a Prince William industrialist. The house may have been designed by
william Buckland, the architect of Gunston Hall and of several noted residences in
Annapolis. Rockledge, built along a central hall plan, has a Greek fret modillion
cornice under its dormer-pierced gable rocof. The interior, which had little or no
original woodwork prior to the recent fire, did however contain handsome floors,
with boards up to 18" wide. The 1% story brick kitchen wing is a later addition.
There is also a brick spring house with a working spring. When it was first built,
Rockledge, located at the upper end of town on Elizabeth Street, overlooked the town's
industrial sector, which by 1836 consisted of a large cotton manufactory and an
extensive flour mill. Other mills, including a sawmill, iron furnace and forge,
had also operated there. In the early 1800s, a bridge was erected across the
Occoquan to Fairfax County at the end of Elizabeth Street, just past Rockledge and
approximately where the foot bridge at the Fairfax County Water Authority's dam is =

History
Rockledge's builder was the industrialist John Ballendine, whose mid-18th
century milling activities on the Occoquan caused to be built there the town of
Occoquan. Ballendine also had iron mining and forging interests on the Occoquan,
and he promoted the improvement of navigation on the Potomac and the James Rivers.
It is said of Ballendine, however, that many of his undertakings were at most only
partial successes and were done frequently at the expense of other people's money.
The architect of Rockledge is thought to have been William Buckland, whom
George Mason hired to design the interiors of Gunston Hall, erected 1755-1758.
Buckland's other work in the area included Pohick Church and the William Paca
and Hammond-Harwood Houses in Annapolis.




Description (continued)

now. Listed in both the Virginia State and National Registers, Rockledge, which
prior to the fire had been extensively renovated, is also included in Historic

American Buildings Surveys made during 1959 and 1960.
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